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.ŀǊōŜǊȅΣ aǳǊƛŜƭΦ 9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŘƎŜƘƻƎ ό¢ƘŜύ κ [Ω9ƭŞƎŀƴŎŜ Řǳ ƘŞǊƛǎǎƻƴ 
(2009) 

The book follows events in the life of a concierge, Renée Michel, whose 
deliberately concealed intelligence is uncovered by an unstable but 
intellectually precocious girl named Paloma Josse. Paloma is the daughter 
of an upper-class family living in the upscale Parisian apartment building 
where Renée works. Featuring a number of erudite characters, The 
Elegance of the Hedgehog is full of allusions to literary works, music, films, 
and paintings. 

This book is also available in its original French version ([Ω9ƭégance du 
hérisson) 

 

 
 
 

Beckett, Samuel. Disjecta (1984) 

Renowned Beckett scholar Ruby Cohn has selected some of Beckett's 
criticisms, reviews, letters, and other unpublished materials that shed new 
light on his work.  

 

 

Bouillier, Grégoire. Report on myself / Rapport sur moi (2002) 

Distinguished by the same charm and playful prose that helped make The 
Mystery Guest such a cult favorite with readers and reviewers, Report on 
Myself is the memoir that won Grégoire Bouillier the French Prix de Flore 
and universal acclaim. Here, Bouillier tells the whole crazy story of his life, 
from his conception in wartime Algeria to his gritty Parisian boyhood at the 
mercy of his working-class bohemian parents. With trademark pithy 
vignettes, he illuminates his life through the stories of his four loves, 
beginning at age nine with the bourgeois Marie-Blanche, younger sister of 
his best friend, and ending with the relationship that nearly destroyed him, 
the aftermath of which he chronicled to such great effect in The Mystery 



2 | P a g e 
 

DǳŜǎǘΦ {Ƙƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŘŜƭƛōƭŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ōŀŘ ǇǳƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ .ƻǳƛƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŦƻǊ 
drawing meaning from the seemingly innocuous coincidences of daily life, 
Report on Myself turns on a literary revelation (in this case, The Odyssey) 
that helps Grégoire decode the patterns laid out by his life, while teaching 
us a thing or two about love and literature along the way. 

 

 

Bouvier, Nicolas. ²ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ό¢ƘŜύ κ [Ω¦ǎŀƎŜ Řǳ ƳƻƴŘŜ όмффнύ 

"The Way of the World" is one of the most beguiling travel books ever 
written. Reborn from the ashes of a Pakistan rubbish heap, it tells of a 
friendship between a writer and an artist, forged on an impecunious, life-
enhancing journey from Serbia to Afghanistan in the 1950s. On one level it 
is a candid description of a road journey, on another a meditation on travel 
as a journey towards the self, all written by a sage with a golden pen and a 
wide infectious smile. It is published here for the first time in English with 
the Vernet drawings which are such a dynamic part of its whole. 

 
 Butor, Michel. Passing Time & A Change of Heart (1969) 

In these two novels ς the ones that first brought him to the attention of 
the American public ς Butor transforms two of the most traditional forms 
of fiction: the detective novel in Passing Time and the love story in A 
Change of Heart.  

 

 
 
 

Céline, Louis-CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ /ŀǎǘƭŜ κ 5Ωǳƴ ŎƘŃǘŜŀǳ ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ όнллтύ 

It is Germany near the end of World War II, the Allies have landed and 
members of the Vichy France government have been sequestered in a 
labyrinthine castle, replete with secret passages and subterranean 
hideaways. The group of 1,400 terrified officials, their wives, mistresses, 
flunkies, and Nazi protectorsτincluding Céline, his wife, their cat, and an 
actor friendτattempt to postpone the postwar reckoning under the 
constant threat of air raids and starvation. With an undercurrent of sensual 
excitement, Céline paints an almost unbearably vivid picture of human 
society and the human condition. 

This book is also available in its original French version (DΩǳƴ ŎƘŃǘŜŀǳ 
ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ) 
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Céline, Louis-Ferdinand. Journey of the End of the Night / Voyage au bout 
de la nuit (new translation 2006) 

This book shocked most critics when it was first published in France in 
1932, but quickly became a success with the reading public in Europe, and 
later in America where it was first published by New Directions in 1952. 
The story of the improbable yet convincingly described travels of the petit-
bourgeois (and largely autobiographical) antihero, Bardamu, from the 
trenches of World War I, to the African jungle, to New York and Detroit, 
and finally to life as a failed doctor in Paris, takes the readers by the scruff 
and hurtles them toward the novel's inevitable, sad conclusion. 

This book is also available in its original French version (Voyage au bout de 
la nuit) 

 

 
 
 

Colette. The Collected Stories of Colette (1984) 

The Collected Stories of Colette beings together in one volume for the first 
time in any language the comprehensive collection of short stories by the 
novelist known worldwide as Colette, and now acknowledged, with Proust, 
as the most original French narrative writer of the first half of our century. 
Among the one hundred stories gathered here, thirty-one appear for the 
first time in English and another twenty-nine have been newly translated 
for this volume. 

 

 

Desarthe, Agnès. Chez Moi (2008) 

At forty-three, Myriam has been a wife, mother, and loverτbut never a 
restauranteur. When she opens Chez Moi in a quiet neighborhood in Paris, 
she has no idea how to run a business, but armed only with her love of 
cooking, she is determined to try. Barely able to pay the rent, Myriam 
secretly sleeps in the dining room and bathes in the kitchen sink, while 
struggling to come to terms with the painful memories of her past. But 
soon enough her delectable cuisine brings her many neighbors to Chez 
Moi, and Myriam finds that she may get a second chance at life and love. 
Redolent with the sights, smells, and tastes of Paris, Chez Moi is a charming 
story that will appeal to the many readers who fell in love with Joanne 
IŀǊǊƛǎΩǎ Chocolat ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ 9ǎǉǳƛǾŜƭΩǎ Like Water for Chocolate. 
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Donaldson-Evans, Lance. One Hundred Great French Books (1984) 

Proving that French literature has been a consistent and powerful source 
of cultural influence on an international level, this provocative and concise 
collection of 100 timeless French masterworks spans 10 centuries. 
Featuring a broad spectrum of literary genres, styles, and formatsτwith 
the entertaining inclusion of comic books, detective novels, and science 
fictionτthis illuminating introduction provides cultural and social context 
to emphasize the importance of each work in literary history. Detailing 
each author's background, historical significance, and a focused summary 
of content, this fresh and lucid compilation offers a rich panorama of one 
of the most fascinating and influential literatures in the world and will 
inspire aficionados of great writing to seek out the complete featured 
masterpieces for themselves.  

 

 
 
 

9ŎƘŜƴƻȊΣ WŜŀƴΦ /ƘƻǇƛƴΩǎ aƻǾŜ κ [ŀŎ όнллпύ 

Everyone seems bored by their current work and lives, and this leads to all 
sorts of deception and double defections. Chopin is a middle-aged 
entomologist and former intelligence agent, who seems more able to 
commit to the flies he studies than the women he loves. He becomes 
involved with Suzy, whose husband mysteriously vanished the very night 
they moved to a new Parisian apartment. Chopin is recruited for one final 
mission, where he employs his novel spying techniques involving flies in a 
swank French resort. While there, Chopin realizes Suzy's duplicity, and he 
compromises his allegiance to his boss (whose own allegiances are suspect) 
for the woman he loves. As in all the best thrillers, everyone is working for 
someone else, nothing is what it seems, and everything works out in the 
end. 

 

 

Enard, Mathias. Zone (2010) 

Homeric in its scope and grandeur, remarkable in its detail, Énard's 
American debut is a screaming take on history, war, and violence. Francis 
Servain Mirkovic, the son of a French father and a Croatian mother, is a spy 
whose job it is to resell stolen secrets to their legitimate owners. His 
"Zone" is the Mediterranean. It is the early 21st century and he is on his 
last mission, taking a train from Milan to Rome under a fake name and 
revisiting, in a blistering stream-of-consciousness (periods are few and far 
between), his childhood, his career, and various women, among them 
Sashka, the Russian painter he plans to meet in Rome; Marianne, from his 
youth; and Stéphanie, his fellow agent. Weighing heavily on him is his time 
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with the Croatian army during the "Yugoslav madness," where he 
witnessed and took part in atrocities. As Francis's train speeds along, his 
story picks up momentum, becoming nearly frantic by the final stretch. 
Mandell's translation of the extravagant text is stunning 
 

 

Gavalda, Anna. Hunting and Gathering (2007) 

Love cures all that ails the troubled trio of "no-hopers" in this sentimental 
second novel by French literary sensation Gavalda (Someone I Loved; I 
Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere). Camille, a talented 
artist exhausted by ennui and anorexia, cleans offices at night and cowers 
in a shabby garret by day. Philibert, the fastidious scion of a titled family, 
peddles museum postcards while squatting in his dead grandmother's 
Parisian manse, waiting for her estate to be settled. Philibert's roommate, 
Franck, a talented (and womanizing) chef with ambition to burn, 
motorcycles once a week to look in on his stubborn, ailing grandmother 
Paulette, an "inmate" at a retirement home. When Philibert finds Camille 
deathly ill one day, he rescues her from her icy garret and deposits her in 
his shabby but spacious home. Franck and Camille take an immediate 
dislike to each other, a sure sign that they're bound to fall in loveτwhich 
happens, cutely, after they liberate Paulette. That's when, "for the first 
time, each and every one of them felt like they belonged to a real family." 
Gavalda's comically implausible and comfortably predictable novel of 
misfits is a Gallic charmer anchored by breezy and poignant storytelling. 

 

 
 
 

DƛƻƴƻΣ WŜŀƴΦ Wƻȅ ƻŦ aŀƴΩǎ 5ŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ κ vǳŜ Ƴŀ ƧƻƛŜ ŘŜƳŜǳǊŜ όнлмлύ  

A true forebear of magical realism, French author Jean Giono created men 
and women rooted in the folklore of provincial France. He tells the tale of a 
farmer couple in Haute Provence who find that the spark has somehow 
ƎƻƴŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻŜǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ Dƛƻƴƻ 
weaves a grand story of the earth and of passion, of men and women, 
animals and weather; of the magic we now call the "laws of nature."  

 

 

Guène, Faïza. Some dreams for fools (2009) 

In her second novel, Guène poignantly chronicles the lives of Algerian 
immigrant Ahlème and her family in their adopted France, delicately linking 
anguish and humor in a realistic portrayal of displacement. After losing her 
mother to violence at a young age, Ahlème becomes caretaker of her 
father, The Boss, incapacitated after a work-related injury, as well as her 
younger brother, Foued, whose ambitions veer to the criminal. Relegated 
to working odd jobs, Ahlème drifts, knowing her life might hold more, but 
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held back by the pressing concern of providing for her family. Even though 
she's lived in France for years, Ahlème remains an orphan of the world at 
25, frequently reapplying for residency, hoping to find a boyfriend with 
documentation. Tellingly, Ahlème muses, I imagine men with little 
mustaches in the offices who only have to push a button for it to become 
an ejector seat and for me to find myself back in the village. Guène aptly 
depicts how small joysτglimpsing the cohesive family life that friend 
Auntie Mariatou leads, celebrating the Boss's birthdayτtake on weight as 
Ahlème dreams of the future 

 

 
 
 

Houellebecq, Michel. Possibility of an Island (The) / La Possibilité ŘΩǳƴŜ 
île (2007) 
 
A worldwide phenomenon and the most important French novelist since 
Camus, Michel Houellebecq now delivers his magnum opusςa tale of our 
present circumstances told from the future, when humanity as we know it 
has vanished. 
Surprisingly poignant, philosophically compelling, and occasionally laugh-
out-loud funny, The Possibility of an Island is at once an indictment, an 
elegy, and a celebration of everything we have and are at risk of losing. It is 
a masterpiece from one of the wƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΦ  

This book is also available in its original French version ([ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘŞ ŘΩǳƴŜ 
île) 

 

 

Joncour, Serge. UV (2007) 
 
On a hot and lazy sun-drenched afternoon, when one affluent family are at 
their most docile, most vulnerable, most ripe for the picking, a handsome 
stranger unexpectedly turns up, and lingers poolside. A master of the art of 
deception, Boris introduces himself as an old school friend of philip, the 
feckless brother. No matter that Philip has been unreachable for days and 
yet to arrive for the summer holiday, Boris is welcomed with open arms. As 
the island´s spectacular Bastille Day fireworks celebration looms ever 
nearer, and Philip´s arrival feels increasingly imminent, Boris is embraced 
wholeheartedly into the family fold. No one seems to notice as he carefully 
exerts a powerful and sinister influence over them all... 
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Kristof, Agota. The Proof (1997) 
 
These three internationally acclaimed novels have confirmed Agota Kristof's 
reputation as one of the most provocative exponents of new-wave European 
fiction. With all the stark simplicity of a fractured fairy tale, the trilogy tells the 
story of twin brothers, Claus and Lucas, locked in an agonizing bond that becomes 
a gripping allegory of the forces that have divided "brothers" in much of Europe 
since World War II. Kristof's postmodern saga begins with The Notebook, in which 
the brothers are children, lost in a country torn apart by conflict, who must learn 
every trick of evil and cruelty merely to survive. In The Proof, Lucas is challenging 
to prove his own identity and the existence of his missing brother, a defector to 
the "other side." The Third Lie, which closes the trilogy, is a biting parable of 
Eastern and Western Europe today and a deep exploration into the nature of 
identity, storytelling, and the truths and untruths that lie at the heart of them all. 
"Stark and haunting." - The San Francisco Chronicle; "A vision of considerable 
depth and complexity, a powerful portrait of the nobility and perversity of the 
human heart." - The Christian Science Monitor. 

 

Le Clézio, J.M.G. The Prospector / Le Chercheur d'or (1993) 

The Prospector is the crowning achievement from one of France's 
preeminent contemporary novelists and a work rich with sensuality and 
haunting resonance. By turns harsh and lyrical, pointed and nostalgic, The 
Prospector is 'a parable of the human condition' by one of the most 
significant literary figures in Europe today. 

This book is also available in its original French version ([Ŝ /ƘŜǊŎƘŜǳǊ ŘΩƻǊ) 

 

 

Littell, Jonathan. The Kindly Ones / Les Bienveillantes (2010)  

The book is a fictitious autobiography, describing the life of Maximilien 
Aue, a former officer in the SS who decades later tells the story of a crucial 
part of his life when he was an active member of the forces of the Third 
Reich. In the book, Aue accepts his responsibility for his actions in 
massacres of the Jews, but most of the time he feels more an observer 
than a direct participant. The book is divided into seven chapters, each one 
with the name of a baroque dance, following the sequence of a Bach Suite. 

This book is also available in its original French version (Les Bienveillantes) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autobiography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Reich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Reich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baroque_dance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cello_Suites_%28Bach%29
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Michon, Pierre. Small lives (2009) 

"One of the best-kept secrets of modern French press" - Publishers weekly 

 

 
 

 

Montalbetti, Christine. Western (2009) 
 
Setting out to tell the story of a mysterious cowboyτa stranger in town 
with a terrible secretτChristine Montalbetti is continually sidetracked by 
the details that occur to her along the way, her camera focusing not on the 
ƎǳƴǎƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŜȅŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
dust by his boots. A collection of the moments usually discarded in order to 
tell even the simplest and most familiar story, Western presents us with 
the world behind the clichés, where the much-anticipated violence of the 
plot is continually, maddeningly delayed, and no moment is too 
insignificant not to be valued.  
 

 

 

Motte, Warren. Fables of the Novel: French Fiction since 1990 (2003) 

Readers of the contemporary novel in France are witnessing the most 
astonishing reinvigoration of narrative prose since the New Novel of the 
1950s. In the last few years, bold, innovative, and richly compelling novels 
have been written by a variety of young writers. These texts question 
traditional strategies of character, plot, theme, and message, and demand 
new strategies of reading. Choosing ten novels published during the 1990s 
as examples of this trend, Warren Motte here traces the resurgence of the 
novel in France. He argues that each of the novels under consideration 
here, quite apart from what other stories it may tell, presents a fable of the 
novel that deals with the genre's possibilities, limitations, and future as a 
cultural form. 

Fables of the Novel was written in English. Warren Motte is professor of 
French literature at the University of Colorado in Boulder. 

 

 

Motte, Warren. Oulipo (2007) 

A remarkable collection of writings by members of the group known as 
Oulipo, this anthology includes, among others, Italo Calvino, Harry 
Mathews, Georges Perec, Jacques Roubad, and Raymond Queneau. 
Founded in Paris in 1960, Oulipo approaches writing in a way that has yet 
to make its impact in the United States and its creative writing programs. 
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Rather than inspiration, rather than experience, rather than self-
expression, the Oulipans view imaginative writing as an exercise 
dominated by the method of "constraints." While a major contribution to 
literary theory, Oulipo is perhaps most distinguished as an indispensable 
guide to writers. 

 

 

Motte, Warren. Small Worlds: Minimalism in Contemporary French 
Literature (1999) 

Small Worlds examines the minimalist trend in French writing, from the 
early 1980s to the present. Warren Motte first considers the practice of 
minimalism in other media, such as the plastic arts and music, and then 
proposes a theoretical model of minimalist literature. Subsequent chapters 
are devoted to the work of a variety of contemporary French writers and a 
diversity of literary genres. In his discussion of minimalism, Motte 
considers smallness and simplicity, a reduction of means (and the resulting 
amplification of effect), immediacy, directness, clarity, repetition, 
symmetry, and playfulness. He argues that economy of expression offers 
writers a way of renovating traditional literary forms and allows them to 
represent human experience more directly. 

 

 

Némirovsky, Irène. Fire in the Blood / Chaleur dans le sang (2007) 
 
In a leisurely narrative, middle-aged narrator Silvio recounts three 
interlocking stories of love and betrayal over two decades. These secret 
affairs, he says, can be explained only by fire in the blood, the intense 
passion that can overtake men and women when they are young, highly 
sexed and vulnerable. Silvio's laconic descriptions of unappeasable desire 
are seasoned by bitter assessment of the wisdom earned after things cool. 
Linked through blood and common local history, the characters in this la 
ronde of betrayal exist in a seemingly idyllic community that is always alert 
for deviations from the social code. Némirovsky's restraint in unfolding her 
story contributes to the emotional crescendo at the story's denouement. In 
its penetrating distillation of manners and mores, this spare and elegant 
book makes a worthy follow-up to Suite Française.  

This book is also available in its original French version (Chaleur du sang) 
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Némirovsky, Irène. Suite Française (2006) 

This gripping "suite" collects the first two unpolished but wondrously 
literary sections of a work cut short. The first, "Storm in June," chronicles 
the connecting lives of a disparate clutch of Parisians, all fleeing city 
comforts for the chaotic countryside, mere hours ahead of the advancing 
Germans. The second, "Dolce," set in 1941 in a farming village under 
German occupation, tells how peasant farmers, their pretty daughters and 
petit bourgeois collaborationists coexisted with their Nazi rulers. 
Némirovsky noted that her goal was to describe "daily life, the emotional 
life and especially the comedy it provides." This heroic work does just that, 
by focusingτwith compassion and clarityτon individual human dramas. 

This book is also available in its original French version (Suite Française) 

 

 
 
 

Ollier, Claude. Disconnection / Déconnection (1989) 
 
In two interconnected, alternating stories, Claude Ollier has written a 
disturbing, haunting, apocalyptic novel that brings together the end of the 
Third Reich with the closing of the twentieth century. The first is the 
autobiographical story of Martin, a French student conscripted into a 
munitions factory in Nuremberg in the middle of World War II. The other is 
the story of a nameless writer who inhabits a twilight world where 
civilization has collapsed. 
 

 

Perec, Georges. A Void (1969) 

The year is 1968, and as France is torn apart by social and political anarchy, 
the noted eccentric and insomniac Anton Vowl goes missing. Ransacking 
his Paris flat, his best friends scour his diary for clues to his whereabouts. 
At first glance these pages reveal nothing but Vowl's penchant for word 
games, especially for "lipograms," compositions in which the use of a 
particular letter is suppressed. But as the friends work out Vowl's verbal 
puzzles, and as they investigate various leads discovered among the 
entries, they too disappear, one by one by one, and under the most 
mysterious circumstances ...  
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Perec, Georges. [ƛŦŜ ! ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ κ [ŀ ±ƛŜ ƳƻŘŜ ŘΩŜƳǇƭƻƛ όмфтуΣ мфутύ 

Carefully prepared, with many corrections, this edition of Life A User's 
Manual will be the preferred reference edition for the future. Structured 
around a single moment in time 8:00 P.M. on June 23, 1975, Perec's 
spellbinding puzzle begins in an apartment block in the XVIIth 
arrondissement of Paris where, chapter by chapter, room by room, an 
extraordinarily rich cast of characters is revealed in a series of tales that are 
bizarre, unlikely, moving, funny, or (sometimes) quite ordinary. 

This book is also available in its original French version (La Vie mode 
ŘΩŜƳǇƭƻƛύ 

 

 

Perec, Georges. Thoughts of Sorts / Penser ς classer (2009) 

Thoughts of Sorts is a compilation of musings and essays attempting to 
circumscribe, in Perec's words, "my experience of the world not in terms of 
the reflections it casts in distant places, but at its actual point of breaking 
surface." Perec investigates the ways by which we define our place in the 
world, reveling in listmaking, orientating, classifying. This book employs all 
of the modes of questioning explored by his previous books, and at the 
same time breaks new ground of its own, ending with a question mark in 
typical / atypical Perec fashion. 

This book is also available in its original French version (Penser/classer) 

 

 
 
 
 

Pilling, John. The Cambridge Companion to Beckett (1994) 

This book provides thirteen introductory essays on every aspect of the 
work of Samuel Beckett, paying particular attention to his most famous 
plays (e.g. Waiting for Godot and Endgame) and his prose fictions (e.g. the 
"trilogy" and Murphy). Further essays tackle his radio and television drama, 
his theater directing and his poetry, followed by more general issues such 
as Beckett's bilingualism and his relationship to the philosophers. A 
chronology of Beckett's life, a list of French and English titles and a list for 
further reading provide additional reference material. 

 
 Proust, Marcel. {ǿŀƴƴΩǎ ²ŀȅ κ 5ǳ /ƾǘŞ ŘŜ Ŏhez Swann (1956) 

Swann's Way is one of the preeminent novels of childhood-a sensitive 
boy's impressions of his family and neighbors, all brought dazzlingly back to 
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life years later by the famous taste of a madeleine. It also enfolds the short 
novel Swann's Love, an incomparable study of sexual jealousy, which 
becomes a crucial part of the vast, unfolding structure of In Search of Lost 
Time. The first volume of the book that established Proust as one of the 
finest voices of the modern age-satirical, skeptical, confiding, and endlessly 
varied in his response to the human condition-Swann's Way also stands on 
its own as a perfect rendering of a life in art, of the past re-created through 
memory. 

This book is also available in its original French version (Du côté de chez 
Swann) 

 

 
 
 

Rolin, Olivier. Hotel Crystal / Suite à l'hôtel Crystal (2008) 

At some Parisian lost-and-found, a mysterious manuscript scribbled onto 
stray bits of hotel stationary and postcards and stuffed into an abandoned 
briefcase comes into the hands of an "editor," who claims to faithfully 
transcribe and assemble the random texts. On the face of it, these consist 
of fastidious descriptions of a series of hotel rooms in cities around the 
globe, but their world-weary writer, a certain "Olivier Rolin," is also 
involved in a number of highly improbable international networks, 
populated by unsavory thugs and Mata Haris in distress. 

 

 

Roubaud, Jacques. The Loop / La Boucle (2009) 

The Loop finds Roubaud returning to his earliest recollections, as well as 
considering the nature of memory itself, and the processτboth merciful 
and terribleτof forgetting. Neither memoir nor novel, by turns playful and 
despairing, The Loop is a masterpiece of contemporary prose. 

 

 

Salvayre, Lydie. Portrait of the Writer as a Domesticated Animal / Portrait 
ŘŜ ƭΩŞŎǊƛǾŀƛƴ Ŝƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛǉǳŜ όнлмлύ 

In Portrait of the Writer as a Domesticated Animal, the narrator accepts a 
job writing a laudatory authorized biography of a fast-food magnate, 
whose egotism borders on megalomania. She thus enters a world of call 
girls, celebrities, investment portfolios, and bitter rivalries, where the 
desire to dominate others motivates every decision. Quickly seduced, she 
takes to all the silver platters and evenings spent chatting with Robert De 
Niroτuntil her cold-hearted, brutish boss receives an unexpected visit 
from his mother, who upends his faith in the corporate world, threatening 
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to destroy both his opulent lifestyle and his sanity. 

 

 

Sand, George. The Black City (2004) 

Set against the backdrop of France's industrial revolution, this 1859 novel 
by the controversial, passionately socialist George Sand follows the 
fortunes of the dynamic, young metal smith Etienne Lavoute, known as 
Sept-Epees (or Seven Blades), as he strives to free himself not from the 
working class but from the woes imposed upon it by grasping mill owners. 
While ambition is the spur that prompts Sept-Epees to purchase a 
ramshackle factory he is ill equipped to run, love is the secret cause. For 
Sept-Epees, however misguidedly, would make himself worthy of the 
orphaned (like him), wise, pretty, and capable Tonine Gaucher. The Black 
City reflects George Sand's enduring admiration for the struggles and 
triumphs of the working class as well as her genius in the characterization 
of strong, clear-eyed, independent women. 

 

 
 

Simenon, Georges. Dirty Snow / La neige était sale (2003) 

Dirty Snow, widely acknowledged as one of Simenon's finest books, is a 
study of the criminal mind comparable to Jim Thompson's The Killer Inside 
Me. It tells the story of Frank, a pimp, a petty thief, and collaborator in 
occupied France. Through the long and unrelenting cold and darkness of a 
long winter Frank pursues all the possibilities of perdition until at last there 
is nowhere left to go. 

This book is also available in its original French version (La neige était sale) 

 

 

Simenon, Georges. Three Bedrooms in Manhattan / 3 Chambres à 
Manhattan (2003) 

An actor and a divorcee meet in a deserted New York City after hours bar. 
With little in common save loneliness, middle age, and a presentiment of 
escape, they improvise a love story. The fragility and fear that drive their 
experiment from moment to moment, bedroom to bedroom, transform 
this boy-meets-girl into a literary potboiler in which risk becomes salvation. 
Georges Simenon τ supreme master of the modern psychological story τ 
has been praised by writers from Ernest Hemingway to Andre Gide. 

This book is also available in its original French version (3 Chambres à 
Manhattan) 
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Toussaint, Jean-Philippe. Camera / L'Appareil-photo (2008) 
 
This sparse and stylized novel by Toussaint pursues the listless cerebral 
meanderings of a Parisian man as he falls in love with the clerk at his 
driving-education school. Despite the dramatic ramifications of the titular 
find, the camera and the inexpert pictures taken with it turn out to hold no 
more significance than any other chance event. Absurdist and pretentious, 
Toussaint's close observations of nothing in particular possess a few 
hilarious moments, but the mundane is much more in evidence. 
 
 

 

Toussaint, Jean-Philippe. Television / La Télévision(2006) 

The amusingly odd protagonist and narrator of Jean-Philippe Toussaint's 
novel is an academic on sabbatical in Berlin to work on his book about 
Titian. With his research completed, all he has left to do is sit down and 
write. Unfortunately, he can't decide how to refer to his subject--Titian, le 
Titien, Vecellio, or Titian Vecellio--so instead he starts watching TV 
continuously, until one day he decides to renounce the most addictive of 
twentieth-century inventions. As he spends his summer still not writing his 
book, he is haunted by television, from the video surveillance screens in a 
museum to a moment when it seems everyone in Berlin is tuned in to 
Baywatch. 

This book is also available in its original French version (La Télévision) 

 

 

Toussaint, Jean-Philippe. The Bathroom / La Salle de bain (2008) 

First published in France in 1985, The Bathroom was Jean-Philippe 
Toussaint's debut novel, and it heralded a new generation of innovative 
French literature. In this playful and perplexing book, we meet a young 
Parisian researcher who lives inside his bathroom. As he sits in his tub 
meditating on existence (and refusing to tell us his name), the people 
around himτhis girlfriend, Edmondsson, the Polish painters in his 
kitchenτeach in their own way further enables his peculiar lifestyle, 
supporting his eccentric quest for immobility. But an invitation to the 
Austrian embassy shakes up his stable world, prompting him to take a risk 
and leave his bathroom . . . 
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Wiesel, Elie. 5ŀǿƴ κ [Ω!ǳōŜ όмфсмύ 

Elisha is a young Jewish man, a Holocaust survivor, and an Israeli freedom 
fighter in British-controlled Palestine; John Dawson is the captured English 
officer he will murder at dawn in retribution for the British execution of a 
fellow freedom fighter. The night-long wait for morning and death provides 
Dawn, Elie Wiesel's ever more timely novel, with its harrowingly taut, hour-
by-hour narrative. Caught between the manifold horrors of the past and 
the troubling dilemmas of the present, Elisha wrestles with guilt, ghosts, 
and ultimately God as he waits for the appointed hour and his act of 
assassination. Dawn is an eloquent meditation on the compromises, 
justifications, and sacrifices that human beings make when they murder 
other human beings.  

 

 

Wiesel, Elie. Night / La Nuit (1958) 

In Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel's memoir Night, a scholarly, pious teenager is 
wracked with guilt at having survived the horror of the Holocaust and the 
genocidal campaign that consumed his family. His memories of the 
nightmare world of the death camps present him with an intolerable 
question: how can the God he once so fervently believed in have allowed 
these monstrous events to occur? There are no easy answers in this 
harrowing book, which probes life's essential riddles with the lucid anguish 
only great literature achieves. It marks the crucial first step in Wiesel's 
lifelong project to bear witness for those who died. 

 

 

Yourcenar, Marguerite. Memoirs of Hadrian / Mémoires d'Hadrien 
(transl. 1964) 

 
Both an exploration of character and a reflection on the meaning of 
history, Memoirs of Hadrian has received international acclaim since its 
first publication in France in 1951. In it, Marguerite Yourcenar reimagines 
the Emperor Hadrian's arduous boyhood, his triumphs and reversals, and 
finally, as emperor, his gradual reordering of a war-torn world, writing with 
the imaginative insight of a great writer of the twentieth century while 
crafting a prose style as elegant and precise as those of the Latin stylists of 
Hadrian's own era. 
Yourcenar's book is also available in French, both in print and on 
audiobook. 
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